
Hurricane City Water Board
Meeting Minutes

June 30, 2015

Members Present: Chairman Greg Last, Ken Richins, Mac J. Hall, Boyd Bradshaw, Pam Humphries 
and Toni Foran.

Others Present: Mike Vercimak and Connie Martin

Item #1 Call to Order, Prayer

Chairman Greg Last called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Mac offered prayer.

Item #2 Review Minutes of March 31st Meeting

Mac noted a correction that needs to be made in the first paragraph, fourth sentence.  The word 
“would” needs to be changed to “could” and the phrase “pressurized irrigation” needs to be changed to 
“a closed system”.  Toni noted that in item #4, fourth sentence the word “pump” needs to be added after
“West Well”.  Pam motioned to approve the minutes with the noted corrections.  Larry seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed.

Item #3 Report on System

Ken reported we are still in a drought.  The Toquerville Springs are very low.  Between La Verkin and 
Hurricane, the total water received is equal to the water right with no extra.  Hurricane is pumping 
around 300 gpm and La Verkin is pumping about 150 gpm for a total of 450 gpm.  A normal year would 
be about 2100 gpm.

Ash creek Springs can normally flow up to 2,300 gpm but is currently pumping at a rate of 1,500 gpm.  
The Stratton Wells #1 and #2 are pumping 650 gpm each.  And the West Well is pumping at 1,000 gpm.

On the 29th of June, the West Tank was not refilling to the required level.  Ken made the decision to 
purchase water from the Washington County Water Conservancy District (WCWCD) through the Cottom 
Well system at Harrisburg and into the Walmart Tank.  The City is fortunate to be interconnected to the 
WCWCD.  We all need to remember to conserve water.  Toni reported the Toquerville Irrigators are 
currently on water restrictions.  Mac reported the Canal Company has been asked to reduce their flow 
by 20%.

Ken reported the West Well settling tank and booster station is on schedule.  The bid has been awarded 
for the pump.  In mid-July, the bid will go out for the building and the tank.  The West Well is currently 
running without any sand complaints.



Item #4 Discuss Backflow 

Ken stated a few years back, the Water Board discussed the State and Federal requirements for backflow
prevention.  By the recommendation of the Water Board, the Water Department decided to start the 
program b assessing the highest hazard customers first and implementing the program at this level.  The 
Water Department has been monitoring commercial buildings and addressing backflow prevention with 
required inspections.

The department has also been sending letters to the residents they are aware of that have backflow 
devices, asking them to have their devices serviced yearly.  There are approximately 200 residents being 
monitored out of approximately 5,000 connections.

The Harrisburg HOA approached the Water Department about training for their residents about 
backflow requirements.  Rural Water sent their backflow expert to meet with Harrisburg.  After this 
meeting, it was very apparent we have not placed a high enough priority on backflow prevention.

With the Mayor’s approval, we are to the point we want to invite Rural Water to meet with the City 
Council and the Water Board to discuss backflow prevention and the requirements.

Item #5 Discuss Approved Budget

Ken shared a copy of the approved budget with the Board.  He mentioned a couple of projects that were 
approved.  One is the new 2 million gallon tank at 1300 S. And the other is the upgrade to the 
transmission line for Sky Ranch.  He also mentioned we have two line items to reflect the “Rainy Day 
Fund” and the “Water Rights Fund”.

Item #6 Water Rate Increase

Ken referred to Connie for this item.  Connie explained it is time to review the automatic increase in the 
water rates by 2% per tier as approved by the City Council in 2012. This is the fourth year of the increase.
After the fifth year, this will need to go back to the City Council for approval.  Outstanding projects and 
upgrades justify this increase for this year.  Mac motioned to approve the increase.  Larry seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed.

Item #7 New Business

Ken mentioned the Mayor approached him with a request to discuss the possible expansion of the 
pressurized irrigation system.  The Canal Company Board has expressed interest in improving their 
system and eventually seeing if the stockholders want to transfer the system to the City.  Mac explained 
the shareholdrs will meet in January to discuss and vote on this concept.  The Mayor wanted to know if 
the Water Board members are interested in expansion.  The general consensus is that the Board is 
interested, but it would need to take place as money is available.  There was a discussion about different 



finance options such as bonding or grant money.  Ken has approached the WCWCD about buying their 
Canal Shares.  At this time, the WCWCD is not interested in selling.

Larry reported on the new drainage pipe that will be installed in the old canal around 160 W from the 
wash to 1100 S.  It will be going out for bid soon.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.


